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HALF OF CREWS ON

FLEET GET-- HOLIDAY

Many Itcloascd. for ' Good as
7,000, Start Ifbmcwnril

on Furlough.

BIG AIR SnOW PUT ON

Planes Play Leap Frog With
Scdato "Blimps'' Soaring

Over Elver.

About half of most of the crows of tho
mar fleet In th Hudson came aarhora
yertcrday morning, about 7,000 men, on
furloughs lasting from seven to twenty-on- e

days, according to how long It takes
thtm to reach their hemes and get back,
or Trlth twenty-fou-r hours shoro leave,
Thtre were also croups who staggered
down the gangways tyith fat canvas
dunnage bags containing- - all their Im-

mediate possessions. These were men
who had been mustered out and wcro
going home for good.

Bolween 1 and 5 P. Sr. the ships re-
ceived visitors, as they wilt do each day,
and the river was alive with launches
carrying passengers to and fro. Many
ixrsons flocked to Riverside Drive to see
the fleet. Along the stone wall leaned
learned young men In civilian clothes ex-
pounding ship lore to mora or less Im-
pressed female companions. Families
were observed sitting on the granite
boulders on the ridge of Riverside Park,
viewing the spectacle. The buses that
travel on the Drive did their biggest
business In many a day. Our old friend
the vender of "souv'nears of all the
warships," who now swears that "these
are the ships that licked Gotmany," sold
his picture booklets pretty fast at the
landing Btagea. Coffee and doughnut
stands had sprouted over night. And as
of old, every time a boat coming from
a visit to one of the vessels landed Its
load of sightseers anxious to get home,
along came a New York Central freight
train about seventy-flv- e miles long and
blocked egress from the river front.

Aerial Show Pot On.
Thursday's obstlnato weather having-faile-

to repeat Itself, the navy was able
to put on the aerial show yesterday
morning that was to have been part of
the reception to Admiral Mayors dread-
noughts as they camo up the bay. A
dosen seaplanes and two dirigible bal-
loons flew up from Rockaway Point, and
the army contributed half a dozen De
Havilaad airplanes from the Long Island
"'Of-- They streamed up the harbor andthe Hudson River, and treated Riversidedrto to an exhibition that sent citizensspringing to their roofs for a betterlew.

Not only did ths planes loop and
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twist and cut the usual didoes, but the
glistening seaplanes kept diving Hire
trulls and skittering over the surface of
the water. They would skate across the
river faster' than a motor boat, shoot-
ing up- - spray from their pontoons, and
then it seemed that they were going: to
collide with the steel plates' of a dread-naugh- t,

they would swish upward and
hop right over the ship and come down
an other side.

This spectacular diversion thrilled
even the experienced robs, whose Inter-
est, as they gated from their decks, won
Just as ken as that of the landlubbers
of tho city. The Tlanes also played
leapfrog and ring a round with
the silvery blimps, the dirigibles, which
roved sedately up and down the river,
disdaining childish play.

The warships had furled and restored
to lockers the strings of bright signal
flags, with which they were decorated
when Secretary Daniels steamed up tho
line In the Mayflower on Thursday. But
ptenty of color was afforded by the flags
and pennants In normal use and the
brisk wigwagging of signallers and by
the constant Hash of the heliograph aa
ship talked with ship. The sailors who
had to stay aboard slicked up their
quarters for the reception of visitors and
most of the vessels were getting a fresti
coat of stray.

On the landing pier at the foot of
West Ninety-seven- th street yesterday
afternoon stood three sailors who after
saluting their commander. Capt Will-la- m

C. Cole of the Nevada, who had
Just come ashore In bis gig. started
to rave over the merits of that same
Capt Cole.

"Why." one of them said, "that
man's the bravest guy alive. He's got
more nerve than any other man in the
nary-- Put him in a small boat alone
In the middle of the ocean and he'd
tackle the whole German fleet"

Upon Inquiry the reason for this
eulogy was given. It seems, according
to these worshipful sailor men, that
the Nevada, cruising alone In the North
Sea In a thick fog, sighted a squadron
of battle cruisers one morning about
S o'clock. Tho Nevada used the wire-le- es

nd every other form of Inquiry
possible in a fog bank, but the cruisers
for some reason failed to give any
sign of their Identity. Every ship of
the Grand Fleet of course, had Its
orders for action In an emergency, but
possibly tfiey did not contemplate an
encounter of one lone warship with a
flock of enemy cruisers.

Signals Avert Attack.
"But anyway." said the spokesman

for the three sailors on the landing stage
at Ninety-sevent- h street "the Old Man
gavothe order, 'Sound general quarters,
train, all guna and open fire.' This was
done qulcker"n you could wink all ex-
cept the f!ring part The Nevada was
Juat going to open fire on the cruisers
when one of them came to Its senses
and signalled that they were all part
of the Grand Fleet It's lucky they done
that lucky for the cruisers. I mean.
There were eight of them In that bunch,
and In a coupki minutes there'd a been
eight cruisers sunk by the Nevada or
I'm a liar. What do you think of thata Captain who proved ho was ready,
with nobody around to help, to tackle
'em one to eight though may be the
odds weren't quite as bad as that for
of course the Nevada la a dreadnought
and those cruisers were only cruisers. At
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that it's a shame they turned out to be
friendly instead of German," tho salloi

at the finish, and his comrade
Joined him In a fervent assertion that
their Old Man was the best Old Man In
any navy anywhere, bar none.

Monrn Last
Despite the warmth of their welcome

hero and tho many opportunities of
and relaxation provided for

them during tlierl stay, tho gobs
haven't yet recovered from their disap-
pointment at not getting here for Christ-
mas. They Insisted that the storms
which wero officially reported to have
delayed the ships were mythical, and
that the last three days of the Journey
they loafed along at nine knots. They
were to admit that tho Navy
Department had some good rea-
son for slowing them up, but they surely
did expect when they left the other side
to spend Christmas Day In New York.

could not have
yielded more in the way of care
for thelf welfare than did yesterday.
Free buses were running from all the
landlhg points to the 1. M. C. A.'s "fleet
headquarters" in East Twenty-eight- h

street Representatives of the Salvation
Army. War Camp Service.
Knights of Columbus and other organi-
zations were also on hand to give the
men a good time or take them where
they wanted to go or direct to stations
those who were suing homo on fur-
loughs.

On the Utah and some of the other
ships yesterday was pay day, a fact
which did not tend to reduce content-
ment The sailors swarmed ashore, ntul
for the first time since America entered
the war there seemed to be more blue
than khaki In the streets. It wasrnterest-Ingft- o

note that those who were attached
to the ships which have been on duty in
home waters were brown from sunburn,
while among tho men of the dread-
noughts that have been with the Grand
Fleet pallor la common. The latter fact
Is probably accounted for by the ever-
lasting mist and rain which was the
Grand Fleet's portion.

German Fleet's Surrender.
On the pier nt street a

saUor gave his version of the German
fleet's surrender. He was Ed Mosco of
the Texas, also of 7Si Myrtle avenuo.

He said :

"I was on dock and saw the big ships
all go by. They steamed through at
twelve knots, and when our officers
asked them if they couldn't move a little
farter they said their machinery was ?o

that they couldn't budge an
other quarter of a knot Did you know

TffE tSUN, 28,

Washington on Monday to consider, the
recommendation for of of-

ficers of the grades.
The duration of the fleet's stay here

ts but It will probbly be at
least eight days more. Visitors may go

! aboard each afternoon between 1 and
4 :30 o'clock. For tho Florida, Wyoming
and Arkansas the landing stage Is at I

street; for the Texas, New'j)r CoDfiland Predicts IncrpflRft
York and Pennaylvanla. at Beventy-nlnt- h,

street; for the Utah, Nevada, Oklahoma
and Arizona, at Ninety-sevent- h street;
for the New Mexico, Mlsslsippl, Missouri,
Maine and Wisconsin, at 129th street;
for the Kenrsarge, Illinois,
Iowa and Indiana, at 158th street

NAVY EXPERTS LIKE EAGLES.

Testa Show New Boats Exceed All
Contract Requirements.

Washington, Dec. iala of tho
Eagle boats have convinced navy

that the little craft turned out
by the Ford plant at Detroit to fight
submarines are worthy of taking their
place aa units of the fleet it
was said y. Official reports show
that in speed, seaworthiness and ma-
noeuvring ability the boats exceed all
contract requirements.

An average sustained sneed of ls.a
knots was made by the boat tested by
the navy experts. It showed no signs
or -- ouoxnng" when the speed wa
forced still hlrher for short tMrlnda.
Three Eagles, sent throuch the Welland
Canal to tho Atlantic, easily rode two
gaies or. unusual severity.

TO BUY

European Countries Anxious to Ac-

quire American Craft.
Wasuinoto.v, Dec. 27. Several Euro-

pean countries have expressed a wish topurcnase some or the 110 foot American
chasers now in European

waters.
Secretary Daniels said to-d- that the

boats were being sent to various ports
that they might be lniDected ni mi
the Navy Department was not particu- -
uiijr anxious 10 sen mem. It would bewilling to dlsposo of some.

BLUE TO TAKE NEW POST.

am Assume Duties of Chief of
Navigation Iiurean Monday.

Washington--. Dec r.7. near Admirni
Victor Blue, recently n,Dtolntel Mf r.f
the Bureau of and who has" v i,he Amcrican that bottled

(

Just returned home from Europe In com.up mo .isaswracs nm inn uerman man J of the battleship Texan will takosubmarines Inside? It was the Sixth up his duties at the Navy
Battle Squadron the New York. Texas, ' Slcnday, Secretary Daniels announced

rv -, ; f liiuiA. r iui lux. tu.u Leia- - njay.ware. We the mine layers. Admiral Mayo, commanding the Uwe and the destroyers. We lar.tlc Fleet and the nine Rear Admlrthe destroyers "Sims's circus," and every ' a!s composing the naval board of sale.- -
time a rushed up to get a squint tion alo are coming to Washington thisit madi us laugh." week. The board meets December 30 to

.lamirai najo ana ttear .xanr.r.ii km-- ; consider recommendations for promo,
man ncnt to n esterday On lions for officers of the higher grades.
Monday Capt Victor Blue of the Texas, Durirur Admiral Mayo's stay In Wash-holde- r

of tho erlLciency record, nil. .in. inrton Sivniirv nni.i nt. . ji.
sums the rank of Rear Admiral and cuss with him and Admiral Blue plans
return to his duties as chief of the 'which will keen officers mora mu.
Bureau of Navigation. Admiral Mayo I nently on the various ships of the fleetana tne nine Aamiran Tamponing the than has been possible during the war
Naval Board of Selection will meet in emergency.

has had her and must now pay the piper. In 1S71 made
France pay the full price of defeat. If she had won the present war, to use the words of a German

man, "she would have peace at Palace and annexed the entire
from the Ural to the Bay of There is no that the

will dictate any such peace,. but are to judge the of Allied
rulers, the of the Allied press, and the stern comment of the man on the
street in and Paris, and and to make pay for the wreck
and the ruin she the world.

If you would know quite the that will be made upon by the
that suffered the war, you should read the article in THE

this week 28th. It is it careful from the most
sources and the force of public in the allied
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SPREADS INFLUENZA

as Kosnlt of Outpouring
in Bad Weather.

269 NEW CASES IN DAY

Pneumonia Also Shows Re-

newed Virulence, With GG

Deaths Reported.

The welcome (riven the returning
fleet by a million New Yorkers

cause a large Increase In the num-
ber of lnfluenxa. and pneumonia cases.
Dr. noyal S. Copeland. Health Commin-slone- r.

predicted yesterday.
"There la no question but that thou-

sands In a. physical condition which
would render them easily succeptlbte
to the 'Spanish Influenza' and
kindred diseases lined the shores of the
river and the streets to see the gIrT
rcview," said the Health Commissioner.
"The bad weather, favorable to the de-
velopment of sickness, undoubtedly
will have Its effect, which may be seen
in tho Increased number of cases."

Physicians reported yesterday 285
new cases, an Increase of 76 over the
previous day's Ccures. Deaths totalled
36, an Increase of IS. Seventy-seve- n

new cases of pneumonia were reported,
against 31 on Thursday, and deaths
totalled 65, ajralnst 30 on Thursday.
Cases reported by boroughs were:

Influenza. Pneumonia.
Manhattan S3
Hrooklyn lisThe Uronx el
Qusen . i
Richmond 1

Total. .

Tli ere were 1,707
..sea
deaths
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tmrint mu. to-day- !. a M."BAHMB AT HIS BEST." Tlmol.
WILLIAM I JAMIE'S DEAR
GILLETTE comedy I BRUTUS

HARRIS THEATRE

NEXT HON. DEC. 30
SEATS NOW OS 9U.E

Invisibie
FOE

Alnrillird I Beiul'ifui loveSnrY-fetaVs- Plry

OEO.pnilS.aj Thea..n'var.43dt Em h .10
M. MaU. Tolay Wed 2 30.

Ht'iTFUon in "A PRINCE
THERE WAS"

From a atory hr Dimsh Aldrlch put
Into play form by GEO, M. COHAN.

KNICKERBOCKER VlJ?&Em. at S:1S. Mats To-rt- 4 WM 3 is.JOHN -- ORT'fl NEW MUSICAL COMEDY

AIX STAR CAST and tha DAINTIEST.
DtNCIEST CUOBUS ON BROADWAT.
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DAVID DELasCO I'rewr.ti

DADDIES
AjCi.UETV. B'-- .r II St .MOT Mr2 JO

Rs SUMWISE FOOLS

ULOHK. Evj.S.20. Mata.To-da- yt U'c.13 20

Jl l.lA I JOSEPH I In "THE
SAKDLRSOH CAWTHORN CANARY"

Sani Hani; ud DotIo A lllion.

METROPOLITAN OPERA
Tilav 2 1 tlmel.OberoQ, 1'onKlle, Cientle

Martlnelli. Althouae, Kent Cotnl. I.Hnikr
Kie, h 13. (7J- - to 13). Tratlata. Herapel

C rtmt. De Luca, llada. Ki I'ond Mnraniooi
Sun. Ke. Concert 50c to 3

Mutlo. Couzlnou. Orch Cond Haenian.
Neat Mon. a'. .1S. Maria. Ileciplr. limner.

Caruso. Dldur. Mala'eata. Cond. fiodamay
New Year' Day. Weil.. Jan I at 2 Special

Matinee. (I'rtcea SI to Aid. Mtuln. Ho-- :
mer, Crtral. Monteaanto. Mardonrs Cond.l'api

Wed. Nlaht !. Toira. Farrar, MarUnelU,
Fe.tl. Malateata. Cond.. Monmonl.
Thtira. ats. Carallerla RiMtlrana. Eu'on.

rortnl Mthouee. Chalmerm. Cond . Muraruonl
Con d'Or. Uarriaun. SnndeHta. Dial. Dldur.
Cialil. Uolm. Cond.. Monteui.
Frl. at t. "II Tatiann," "Sunr Aniellca."

"Otannl Sehlrehl," Farrar, Muzk. Katon.
CrinU.Del.uea.MontesanKi.
Sat. at 2 Manon AMa- - Martlnlll.

Seoul, .'eurola. KeiM. nad. Cozal . I'apl.
Siat. at s. Speriil I'lrfnrmance. I'oru del

Devtlno. ronaetle. Gentle.
L'tialmen Cond., Papi

HAHUMA.N I'lANO USED.

A Carneale Uail. Aft., at 3.

BRASLAU
ContralU) .Metropolitan Opera Co.
fcOVO RECITAU 'Knahi l'uno

Carnegie Hall. New 1 car'snl.i iuill.ll.
lay at J.
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sll'U, UltONUt, violin Wtl.-I.K-

VtllJ I KK. IVIlo KM IMHIt:i'srKIN, I'Uno TI. Let, l Hall

IAIINFI.IC Itl.l, rills Utern.-.- at 1.

RROWN- MIII.IMS- T-
i n il .No 1 U.U OHMMr ,.u.lon I'hrl .i llaidwin V sno
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causes and a rate of 15.17 per 1,000 of1
population reported last week, against
1,611 deaths and a rate of 11.68 for tha
corresponding week In 1817. Dr. Cope-lan- d

reported yesterday. The relatlva
Increase In the number of deaths was 17,
taking Into consideration the Increase In
population.

This Increased mortality Is due to
and pneumonia and Is In common

with other cities throughout the coun-

try," Dr. Copeland said. "Influema
caused 1 deaths last week and only 19
In tha corresponding week In 117, while
pneumonia caused 311 deaths, as against
216 last year. The mortality from nil
other causes during the week waa far be-

low normal. ThU Is especially true of
such diseases as rneaslej,
scarlet fever, diphtheria, whoopln?
cough and others. Deaths from organ o

diseases were also below normal, while
those duo to pulmonary tuberculosis wero
approximately the same as In 1917.

The death rate of infanta under one;
year old waa very low, It being 76 per
t enfi Klt.a T. tfc nrrearoondlnsi WeoK

of 1917 It was 89, and for the SI weeks
of 191S the average waa 91.

HEARING ON MAEOINAL EOAD.

Board of Estimate) to Take Vv

Fund's nesclsalon on Monday.
The Board of Estimate made yester-

day Comptroller Craig's resolution for
the resclsalon of appropriations for vari-
ous public improvements passed by the
Mltchel administration a special order of
business for a special meeting Monday
at 10:30 o'clock. Among the appropria
tions affected are $10,000,000 for "Gary- -
lilng" the public school system anu
19,492.000 for the marginal railroad In
Brooklyn.

At the same time a hearing will be
vlvpn tn th residents of Brooklyn who
are opposed to the abandonment of the
marginal railroad.

War Cross for Wounded Aviator.
Lieut James II. Ackerman received

yesterday from the commander of the
norm ana norujeasern rronoi
Croix de Guerre In recognition of distin-
guished service June 11 while In the avi-

ation eervlce in France. He engaged In
an air battle and was wounded. He Is
now at Colonla Hospital. Lieut. Acker-ma- n

is the son of Mr. and Mrs. Marlon
A. Ackerman of Plalnfleld, N. J.
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